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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO IOWA DONOR
NETWORK

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize the lowa Donor
Network for twenty years of saving and en-
hancing lives in our great state through organ
and tissue donation.

The lowa Donor Network plays a unique
role in our state as the sole, federally des-
ignated organ procurement organization. For
two decades, this remarkable organization has
saved and improved countless lives through
organ and tissue recovery. By expertly em-
ploying the five core values of care, responsi-
bility, adaptability, integrity, and respect, the
lowa Donor Network has made great strides
towards fulfilling its vision of increasing lowa’s
viable donations and reducing waiting periods
for those in need of transplants.

Mr. Speaker, the great work done every day
by the lowa Donor Network, and all organ pro-
curement organizations across the country,
provides a crucial and life-changing service to
our communities. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in saying “yes” to individual
organ donation and | thank all organ and tis-
sue donors for their invaluable and selfless
contribution. It is a great honor to represent so
many lowans in the United States Congress
who have been positively impacted by organ
and tissue donation, and | look forward to
many more years of the lowa Donor Network’s
positive impact in lowa.

CELEBRATING MR. MERVIN FIELD

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Mr. Mervin Field on the occa-
sion of the Tiburon Heritage & Arts Commis-
sion event to be held on March 10, 2014 to
honor more than seven decades of Mr. Fields’
service. As founder of the Field Poll, the re-
sults of which could make or break careers,
he has had tremendous influence in the polit-
ical history of California and has been the re-
cipient of numerous awards for his work, in-
cluding the New York-based Market Research
Council’s Hall of Fame award.

Mervin also served his country by joining
the Merchant Marines in 1942, where he was
on active duty for three years in the North At-
lantic and South Pacific.

After years of such impressive accomplish-
ments, Mr. Field was awarded by the Trustees
of the California State University with an hon-
orary Doctor of Laws degree, noting that he
had become “a highly respected leader” and
“a trusted advisor to academia, civic associa-

tions, governmental institutions and the busi-
ness community.”

Mervin is a community treasure, and we are
grateful for his long and impressive record of
service. Please join me in expressing deep
appreciation to Mr. Mervin Field for his many
years of dedication and long-lasting impact on
California politics.

HONORING CARTER R. THOMPSON

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Carter R. Thomp-
son. Carter is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 310, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Carter has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Carter has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Car-
ter has earned the rank of Warrior in the Tribe
of Mic-O-Say, has become a Brotherhood
Member of the Order of the Arrow, and serves
as his troop’s Senior Patrol Leader. Carter has
also contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Carter cleared a trail and
replaced a vandalized handrail at the orga-
nized campground at Longview Lake in Lee’s
Summit, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Carter R. Thompson for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

ELECTRICITY SECURITY AND
AFFORDABILITY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3826) to provide
direction to the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency regarding the
establishment of standards for emissions of
any greenhouse gas from fossil fuel-fired
electric utility generating units, and for
other purposes:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, | rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 3826, which would short-circuit
an ongoing process to engage stakeholders
and develop reasonable, effective controls on
carbon pollution from power plants.

This pollution poses a serious threat to pub-
lic health. According to the American Public

Health Association, about half of the U.S. pop-
ulation lives in areas where air pollution is
linked to illness, including asthma, heart at-
tacks, lung cancer, and stroke. Moreover, an
overwhelming majority of climate scientists
agree that carbon pollution is linked to climate
change, causing sea-level rise and more ex-
treme weather events across the globe. That
is why the Supreme Court has confirmed that
the Environmental Protection Agency has the
authority under the Clean Air Act to address
carbon pollution and safeguard our health and
natural resources.

Power plants are the largest source of car-
bon pollution in the United States, but their
carbon emissions are completely unregulated.
Currently, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy is engaged with stakeholders to develop a
rule for emissions for new power plants, and
they plan to address existing power plants as
well. These rules would use available tech-
nologies for carbon capture and sequestration.

Today’s legislation would halt that process.
It leaves pollution controls on new power
plants to the discretion of the plants them-
selves, which are unlikely to take action un-
less an industry-wide standard is in place. And
it effectively repeals the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s authority to limit carbon pollution
from existing power plants.

By preventing any limitation on the largest
source of carbon pollution in the United
States, this bill recklessly endangers public
health and the environment. | urge a “no”
vote.

————

HOMEOWNER FLOOD INSURANCE
AFFORDABILITY ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3370, the Homeowner Flood In-
surance Affordability Act of 2014. In my home
state of New Jersey, home and business own-
ers are continuing to recover from the devas-
tation caused by Superstorm Sandy, now
more than a year ago. Even for property own-
ers not affected by Sandy, premium increases
under the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) have proven to be unaffordable and
unsustainable. Lawmakers on both sides of
the aisle have been working in recent months
to craft the compromise before us today, and
it is my hope that following bipartisan passage
here in the House, this legislation will quickly
pass the Senate and be signed into law by the
President.

The Homeowner Flood Insurance Afford-
ability Act will repeal certain rate increase
“triggers” that would result in dramatic pre-
mium increase from the sale of a home or
lapse of a policy. The bill will restore “grand-
fathered” rates for home and business that
were remapped into higher risk areas, often
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resulting in catastrophic rate increases. The
bill places caps on the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s (FEMA) ability to in-
crease policy rates on primary homes, now
capped at 15 percent annually under the bill,
and enact additional caps to ensure afford-
ability, while providing FEMA with the re-
sources to complete a flood insurance afford-
ability study within 18 months of the bill’'s en-
actment. This legislation will provide relief to
families that have already been hit with sub-
stantial premium increases, and to commu-
nities that successfully challenge redrawn
FEMA flood maps. Finally, these changes will
be paid for by enacting a $25/year surcharge
on insured primary residences, and a $250/
year surcharge on all other insured properties.

| expect that the passage of this bill will pro-
vide relief and certainty to those in New Jer-
sey and around the country dealing with pre-
mium increase, but we must not ignore the
need to plan for a changing climate, sea level
rise, and an increased risk of extreme weather
and flooding. For those living in flood prone
areas the risk of flood will only increase,
stressing the limited resources available under
the NFIP, and continuing to devastate commu-
nities and families.

| expect flood insurance is an issue that
Congress will need to continue to revisit in
coming years, but for now | believe the Home-
owner Flood Insurance Affordability Act will
serve to address many of the concerns | have
heard from home and business owners, flood
plain managers, insurers, and REALTORS in
Central New Jersey.

———

HOMEOWNER FLOOD INSURANCE
AFFORDABILITY ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | support H.R.
3370, the Homeowner Flood Insurance Afford-
ability Act of 2013, because we need to fix the
National Flood Insurance Program, create
more transparency in how it is administered
and get the program out of debt. This bill is a
step forward in that direction. In addition to
lowering rates for some policyholders who
have seen sharp spikes in their annual pre-
miums, the bill requires FEMA to implement a
flood mapping program that results in tech-
nically credible flood hazard data; designate a
flood insurance advocate to educate policy-
holders and coordinate with local officials; con-
sult with communities before using new flood
maps; and make publicly available any
changes to rate tables and underwriting guide-
lines before instituting any such changes.

| also believe, however, that we could do
more. By rushing this bill through the Con-
gress we failed even to debate, let alone ad-
dress, the Program’s impact on non-primary
residences—moderately priced second homes,
small businesses, houses of worship, schools,
non-profits. While H.R. 3370 will stop the
spike in premiums for some primary home-
owners, it will do nothing to keep premiums af-
fordable for the small businesses that provide
vital services to and strengthen the economies
of coastal communities; and it will do nothing
to ensure that the churches, schools, and non-
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profit institutions that anchor these commu-
nities will be able to afford their rising pre-
miums. On the contrary, the bill includes a
premium surcharge of $250 per year on sec-
ond homes and non-residential properties as a
way to offset its cost.

Clearly, H.R. 3370 is not perfect, but it is an
improvement over the status quo and that's
why | will vote for it. On balance, | feel that it
is better to accept an imperfect bill than wait
for a perfect measure. However, we must con-
tinue to seek opportunities to address these
defects as we move forward.

————

HONORING THE 10TH ANNUAL
VETERANS SNOWMOBILE RIDE

HON. DAN BENISHEK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 10th annual Veterans Snowmobile
Ride, which will occur on Saturday, March 8,
2014.

This event, founded by Don and Diane
Reed, veterans and owners of the Fox River
Motel and sponsored by the Seney Snow-
mobile Association, leads riders through ap-
proximately one hundred miles of the scenic
Upper Peninsula of Michigan in honor of those
who have fought to defend the American way
of life.

Beginning in 2004 with just 50 riders, it has
grown to nearly 300 in the 2013 ride. The Vet-
erans Snowmobile Ride has the distinction of
being the largest veterans ride of this type in
the United States.

In addition to those who ride their snowmo-
biles in this event, | wish to commend all
those who help to realize the Veterans Snow-
mobile Ride motto of “be a Vet, bring a Vet,
thank a Vet.”

This event is a poignant way to thank those
who have defended our country and a continu-
ation of the Northern Michigan outdoorsman
tradition.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ERIC A. “RICK” CRAWFORD

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, March 5, 2014 | was inadvertently de-
tained on rollcall vote 97. Had | been present
to vote | would have voted “yes.”

HONORING DANIEL J. GILBERT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Daniel J. Gilbert.
Daniel is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 865, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.
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Daniel has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Daniel has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Dan-
iel has earned the rank of Firebuilder in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say, has become an Ordeal
Member of the Order of the Arrow, and earned
the Ad Altari Dei religious award. Daniel has
also contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Daniel dismantled an old
playground set, then expanded and mulched
the playground area at the Hope House in
Lee’s Summit, Missouri, in order to prepare
the site for a new playground.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Daniel J. Gilbert for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

H.R. 2548, ELECTRIFY AFRICA ACT
OF 2013

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
rise in support of H.R. 2548, the Electrify Afri-
ca Act, which will help enrich the lives of the
some 589 million people who live in an elec-
tricity depleted part of Africa.

This legislation will bring much needed sup-
port to a region that desperately needs it. As
you are aware, 68 percent of the population in
sub-Saharan Africa does not have access to
electricity. This bill, if enacted, would establish
a base of infrastructure from which economies
can grow, improve health and education out-
comes, and contribute to sustainable poverty
reduction.

| have visited Ghana and Liberia and seen
firsthand the struggles that people deal with
every day as they try to live a normal life.
Power outages are a regular occurrence, while
families may wait hours, days, or even weeks
for electricity to be restored. A reliable elec-
trical grid will help give businesses looking to
make investments in Africa a greater degree
of confidence in the infrastructure. The invest-
ments they make could help pull many out of
poverty and hunger as local economies grow
and people gain steady employment.

There are not just economic benefits to con-
sider, though. Electricity is also crucial to
health outcomes. Certain medicines and vac-
cines require strict temperature regulation that
is impossible to achieve without access to reli-
able electricity. Lifesaving devices and moni-
toring devices also require energy to function.
An improved electrical infrastructure could also
reduce the prevalence of illnesses like res-
piratory diseases that come from the use of
harmful household fuels. On average, there
are more than 3 million annual premature
deaths from respiratory disease in sub-Saha-
ran Africa. Shockingly, this number is higher
than the annual number of deaths from HIV/
AIDS and malaria.

One final benefit | want to highlight is the
educational improvement achievable as
schools with a dependable source of energy
can harness technology to educate the rap-
idly-growing youth population in Africa. In
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some countries, more than half of the popu-
lation is under the age of 25. Quality edu-
cation for this generation of young people
could further contribute to dynamism and inno-
vation in their countries’ economies.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2548 will bring many
positive opportunities to a continent that is in
great need of assistance. | truly appreciate
you and the committee giving this bill the at-
tention it deserves. Electrifying Africa will not
only create a brighter future for those who live
in the region, but will also strengthen Africa’s
independence, promote continued economic
development, and ensure the continent re-
mains a vibrant source of art, culture, and his-
tory for generations to come.

RECOGNIZING LINDA MARTIN
HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to recognize Mrs. Linda Martin, a fi-
nalist for the 2014 School Counselor of the
Year award. This distinguished award, pre-
sented by the American School Counselor As-
sociation, honors school counselors “who
have made outstanding and exemplary con-
tributions to students, the school community,
and the school counseling profession.”

Mrs. Martin has led the Comprehensive
Guidance Program at Palm Lake Elementary
School for 20 years. As an innovative teacher,
she founded the Kids Who Care program to
serve Palm Lake Elementary, the Orlando
community and Nkomo Primary School, a sis-
ter school in South Africa. Her classroom les-
sons cover a wide range of topics including
character development and leadership.

Mrs. Martin’s remarkable service has also
been recognized on the county and state lev-
els. In 2012, she was named Orange County
School Counselor of the Year, and, in 2013,
was awarded Elementary School Counselor of
the Year by the Florida School Counselor As-
sociation.

School counselors play an invaluable role in
students’ academic and personal develop-
ment, teaching important life skills and com-
pelling them to strive toward their goals. It is
my pleasure to recognize Mrs. Martin for her
exemplary dedication to the students of Palm
Lake Elementary.

IN HONOR OF THE ARIZONA STATE
LIBRARY

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Arizona State Library. The 150th
anniversary of the Arizona Territorial Library,
which was established in 1864 and became
the State Library in 1915, was celebrated this
year. Next year is the State Library’s 100th
anniversary.

A department of the Secretary of State’s of-
fice, the State Library provides access to his-
torical records and operates the Arizona Cap-
itol Museum. In the beginning, the State Li-
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brary was mainly a law library, recording the
laws of the territorial government and con-
ducting legislative research. In recent years,
this institution has grown to house historical
archives, public records, and special collec-
tions such as the Arizona Memory Project,
which is a collection of digitized records about
the history and geography of Arizona. It also
provides consulting services to county and
local libraries and other government agencies
to help them better manage public records. As
part of the Library of Congress’s Chronicling
America territorial newspaper collection, the
State Library also houses the Arizona Digital
Newspaper Project. It was recently recognized
as the Federal Depository Library of the Year
for 2013 and is Arizona’s only complete fed-
eral documents collection.

Congratulations to the Arizona State Library
for its many years of service to the people of
Arizona.

———

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | thank my
colleagues on the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee for their leadership and
shared goal of promoting legislation that
incentivizes stakeholders to manufacture and
implement energy efficient technologies
throughout our economy. Congress should al-
ways be looking for creative ways to
incentivize our great American innovators like
A.O. Smith to manufacture energy efficient
technologies that consumers clearly want. So
| commend you on your dedication to this ef-
fort and look forward to supporting H.R. 2126.

Sometimes we don’t have to look too hard
for ways to unleash American innovation and
promote energy efficiency. Sometimes, we just
have to use common sense and get the Fed-
eral Government out of the way.

One concrete way Congress can force the
government to get out of the way of our job
creators would be to require the Department
of Energy and the Environmental Protection
Agency to recognize independent test results
for air conditioning, furnace, boiler, heat pump
and water heater products that are already
subject to the rigors of an independent vol-
untary industry compliance program (or
“VICP”).

Through the VICP, manufacturers of these
highly efficient products contract with an inde-
pendent, third-party laboratory to ensure their
products comply with federal efficiency and
conservation standards. Manufacturers spend
millions to participate and run the VICP, and
the program has been a resounding success
for years.

But the federal government won’t accept
VICP data for compliance purposes. Instead,
the DOE and EPA (which manages the En-
ergy Star program) force manufacturers that
participate in the VICP to subject their prod-
ucts to two additional rounds of tests to satisfy
agency standards. But to make matters worse,
the DOE and EPA tests aren’t any different
than the VICP tests. Each test takes place at
the same laboratories responsible for the
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VICP tests, with the same technicians on the
same products.

The end result: manufacturers of highly effi-
cient air conditioning, furnace, boiler, heat
pump and water heater products pay for three
rounds of tests to effectuate the same result:
making federal regulators happy.

That, my colleagues, smacks of inefficient
government bureaucracy that serves no pur-
pose other than redirecting operational capital
to satisfy the whims of the Obama Administra-
tion. We can and should do a better job of
incentivizing manufacturers to innovate and in-
vest in job creation—not to waste precious
operational capital on complying with nonsen-
sical bureaucratic mandates.

| intend to eliminate this regulatory road-
block through legislation very similar to an
amendment introduced last September by
Senators SESSIONS and PRYOR during debate
for S. 1392. That amendment, in the words of
Senator SESSIONS, would have “require[d] the
Energy Department, when conducting routine
testing to verify product ratings, to rely on data
submitted through voluntary, independent cer-
tification programs” that satisfy a robust test of
independence and transparency.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 175TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ST. PETER’S
PARISH OF THE NEW YORK
ARCHDIOCESE

HON. MICHAEL G. GRIMM

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 175th Anniversary of the
founding of St. Peter’s Parish, the mother par-
ish of Staten Island. The social vitality and
spirit of community that the St. Peter’'s Parish
brings to my district cannot possibly be over-
stated and, as the oldest Roman Catholic par-
ish on Staten Island, this historic occasion is
of great significance to our entire community.
With the Catholic population of Staten Island
consisting of only around 100 people at the
founding of the parish in 1839, Father
lldefonso Madrano, the first minister of St.
Peter's, was also tasked with serving the
Catholic communities of Perth Amboy, New
Brunswick, and Princeton, New Jersey. While
the congregation met in an abandoned factory
for five years, construction on a dedicated
church moved slowly yet steadily, made pos-
sible by a generous donation of land by the
New Brighton Association.

Quickly turning into a staple of life on Staten
Island, the pastors of St. Peter's directed the
construction of a grammar school as well as
additional parishes on the island as the local
population continued to grow. At the same
time, church ministers showed their dedication
to the local community by tending to Staten Is-
landers’ various spiritual and material needs.
One of St. Peter's early pastors, Father Pat-
rick Murphy, gave his life in the service of
those in need, contracting cholera while tend-
ing to the thousands of Irish immigrants quar-
antined in a hospital in the nearby
Tompkinsville neighborhood of the Island.

It is in the same spirit that the parish of St.
Peter's has exemplified the communal spirit of
caring and service over the past 175 years.
Thanks to the resilience of community mem-
bers and parishioners, St. Peter’s has survived
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and even expanded its educational role with
the establishment what is now the St. Peter’s
Boys High School under Monsignor Joseph
Farrell in the early 20th Century. The contribu-
tions of the St. Peter's community continue up
to this day, with the parish under the faithful
guidance of co-vicar Monsignor James J.
Dorney since 1986.

Mr. Speaker, | am deeply humbled to rep-
resent this dedicated congregation in Con-
gress, and | would ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in honoring and celebrating
the virtues that the St. Peter’s parish has dis-
played over its long history. | cannot imagine
what the Staten Island community would be
like today without the contributions of the St.
Peter's congregation, and | sincerely wish this
incredible institution a happy 175th birthday,
with hopefully just as many more to come.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND
CONTRIBUTIONS OF PATRICK J.
McDONOUGH

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, Robert
Mansker, a longtime and now retired staff
member in the House, asked me to recognize
the passing of another longtime and dedicated
staff member of this body: Patrick J.
McDonough, as Chief of the Publications and
Distribution Service.

The House lost a fine citizen on Sunday,
November 10. Patrick J. McDonough of
Friendship Heights passed away from a con-
tinuing struggle with respiratory problems. His
illness took him from us far too soon. He was
a very familiar face to the long-time employ-
ees of the House.

When the House maintained the “Folding
Room” in years past, Pat rose to the position
of Chief of the Publications and Distribution
Service, as it was formally known. He main-
tained an incredibly personable demeanor,
and he worked well with both Democrats and
Republicans.

Born October 25, 1943, Pat was originally
from Parkersburg, West Virginia, where he at-
tended the Parkersburg Catholic School Sys-
tem. He continued his higher education at The
Pontifical College Josephinum, Catholic Uni-
versity and American University.

Pat taught high school religion at St. Antho-
ny’s Catholic High School in Washington, DC,
and coached junior varsity basketball during
the period John Thompson, Sr. was head
coach. He was an avid supporter of the
Georgetown Hoyas, always inviting friends to
join him to share his mid-court seats at the
Verizon Center for home games.

Pat then began his career in government,
when he came to the House of Representa-
tives. He then served in the Clinton Adminis-
tration in the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
until his retirement.

Pat was a proud member of The Society of
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of
New York and joined with them each year
when the group convened.

A celebration of his life was held at St. Mar-
garet Mary Church in Parkersburg on Sunday,
November 18, followed by his burial at Mt.
Carmel Cemetery. Our condolences are ex-
tended to his family and to his many friends.
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RECOGNIZING VICTIMS OF THE
MASS MURDER OF ARMENIANS

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to raise awareness of the mass
murder of Armenians during the state-spon-
sored pogroms 26 years ago in Sumgait,
Azerbaijan. These ethnically motivated mass
killings were an affront to basic human rights
and the continued lack of international rec-
ognition and acknowledgment represents a
grave injustice.

Peaceful demonstrations by Armenians of
Nagorno Karabakh, who sought freedom and
protested against policies that discriminated
against Armenians, were met with violence
against the Armenians of Sumgait, who were
hundreds of miles away, defenseless, and tar-
geted simply because they were Armenians.
Nearby security forces allowed the violence to
continue unabated and turned a blind eye to
the horrific violence directed against Armenian
civilians. True democracies must respect the
rights of the minority and the human rights of
all residents.

On July 27, 1988, the U.S. Senate unani-
mously passed Amendment 2690, which
called upon the Soviet government to “respect
the legitimate aspirations of the Armenian peo-
ple”, and noted that “dozens of Armenians
have been killed and hundreds injured during
the recent unrest.” The U.S. Senate passed
an amendment in July 1988, acknowledging
that even the Soviet authorities had described
these massacres as a ‘pogrom’.

Today, | remember the victims and ask this
body to join me in honoring their memories.

ECOGRAPHICS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud EcoGraphics
Printing and owner Scott Feavel for receiving
the Small Business of the Year award from
the West Chamber serving Jefferson County.

The Small Business of the Year is awarded
to a business with 50 employees or less and
is involved and engaged in improving the busi-
ness community in Jefferson County.

EcoGraphics Printing produces excellent
work for their clients. As the leader of the
company, Scott Feavel is involved with the
community on many fronts. He generously
raises money for Children’s Hospital cancer
ward, donates to several associations through-
out Jefferson County and mentors other cham-
ber members and small business people.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
EcoGraphics Printing and owner Scott Feavel
for this well deserved honor from the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt Scott and EcoGraphics Printing will ex-
hibit the same dedication and character in all
their future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS A. SHERMAN

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to a man who has dedi-
cated 50 years of his life in the service of the
State of California and to the United States of
America. | say with the utmost sincerity there
are few who have contributed more to the un-
derstanding and development of the chal-
lenging and dangerous discipline of wildland
firefighting as Thomas A. Sherman. Riverside
County is fortunate to have enjoyed the lead-
ership and experience that Tom Sherman has
provided. On March 8, 2014, he will formally
retire from the Bureau of Land Management
Fire Service as Division Chief of California
Desert District Fire and Aviation. In total, Tom
has served in multiple capacities of the fire
service at the county, state, and federal level.

The roots of Tom’s service go back genera-
tions when the Sherman (Schermarm) Family
left Germany in the late 1800s to become
some of the first settlers of the San Jacinto
Mountains. Many years later, Tom was born in
Upland, California on July 6, 1946 to Jack and
Georgette Sherman. He spent a great deal of
his youth in the Santa Ana Canyon learning
from his grandfather and attending elementary
school in Corona. He began what would be-
come a long and thriving career in firefighting
in 1963 as a Seasonal Firefighter with the
California Division of Forestry (CDF) in Co-
rona. After graduating from Blythe High School
in 1965, he worked as a Firefighter with CDF
in San Jacinto, California until 1966.

In September of 1966, Tom answered his
nation’s call and was drafted into the U.S.
Army. He attended basic training at Fort Ord,
California and was subsequently sent to Viet-
nam in 1967 as a soldier with the 1st Bat-
talion, 84th Artillery of the 9th Infantry Division.
His potential was recognized by his superiors
with a promotion to Sergeant and gun-crew
NCO in charge. He and his battalion earned
two Presidential Unit Citations for their gallant
service. Tom returned to the United States in
March of 1968 and took the knowledge
learned in Vietnam to train new artillery sol-
diers at the Artillery School at Ft. Campbell,
Kentucky. He was honorably discharged from
the Army in June of 1968 as a Specialist 5th
Class. Tom returned to California and imme-
diately resumed his job at CDF as a Fire-
fighter in Orange County

Tom’s natural leadership led to the initiation
of numerous firefighting programs that exist to
this day. He designed the Riverside County
Fire Department emblem, which was formally
adopted in 1976 and is still used. That same
year while buying guitar strings at the Corona
Music Center he met MaryAnn Colapinto. Not
long after they were walking down the aisle to
be married.

As the 1970s progressed, he was appointed
the first Fire Captain in the Riverside County
Fire Department (RCFD). In that capacity he
further revolutionized wildland fire response
through the development of rapidly deployable
hand-crews and a state-recognized crew relief
driver program. His vast experience led the
transformation of obsolete fire trucks into
“Brush Engines” specifically designed for the
unique terrain of Southern California. In 1985
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he was recognized as a California State Cer-
tified Fire Captain for the impacts made
across the county and state. Tom continued to
advocate issues at the RCFD as both the
President of the Riverside County Volunteer
Fire Association and Vice President of the Riv-
erside County Fire Chiefs Association.

In the mid-1990s Tom expanded his influ-
ence when he was hired by the US Forest
Service. There he was promoted to the posi-
tion of Fire Crew manager for the Cleveland
National  Forest's Hotshot Crew. He
transitioned to the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) as a seasonal Fire Prevention
Technician at the Barstow District, Apple Val-
ley Fire Center. His leadership was soon rec-
ognized, and he was promoted to Battalion
Chief and permanent Fire Prevention Officer
for Palm Springs and South Coast Regions. In
2003 was promoted to Division Chief and filled
the position of California Desert District Fire
Operations Supervisor. There, he was respon-
sible for training, equipping, and standardizing
engine crews, thus increasing professionalism
of the teams and interoperability throughout
the district. Most recently, Tom has acted as
California Desert District Fire and Aviation
Manager, where he enhanced interagency co-
operation throughout the State of California,
formalized federal air support to fire, and rein-
forced the reputation of BLM as a viable fire-
fighting service.

Today, Tom and MaryAnn reside in Corona,
where MaryAnn is a Librarian of 25 years at
Jefferson Elementary and a member of the
Corona Library Board of Trustees. Tom has
also been a member of the Elks Club and
supports veterans issues as an active member
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Their son,
Tom began following his father's footsteps as
a volunteer firefighter until he entered the
United States Air Force Academy in 1991. He
is currently a Colonel-Select in the United
States Air Force’s Security Forces and a stu-
dent at the National War College at Ft McNair.
Their daughter, Nancy, is a Global Clinical Re-
search Program Manager at City of Hope in
Pasadena, California.

Throughout his career, Tom’s unending love
for the fire service created a drive that never
ceased to encourage those around him. Fortu-
nately, his legacy will live on through the
countless firefighters he has mentored. | am
proud to honor such a tremendous member of
our community. Passion of this level is rare,
but it is the standard that Tom has set for his
family, his fellow firefighters, and his commu-
nity members. | believe | speak for the count-
less individuals who have benefited from
Tom’s service when | thank him for the con-
tributions he has made and salute him as he
retires after 50 years of service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, | want to state for
the record that on Wednesday, March 5, 2014,
| unfortunately missed rollcall votes as | trav-
eled to New Britain, CT, with President Barack
Obama on official business.

Had | been present | would have voted:

“No” on the Previous Question (roll #93).
Had a majority of the House voted no, this bill
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would have allowed a vote to renew the emer-
gency unemployment insurance to help over
35,000 jobseekers in Connecticut;

“No” on H. Res. 497 (roll #94), which pre-
vented any amendments to H.R. 4118 from
being considered;

“Aye” on H.R. 938, the U.S.-Israel Strategic
Partnership Act (roll #95), which | proudly co-
sponsored;

“Aye” on the Motion to Recommit H.R. 4118
(roll #96) to prevent H.R. 4118 from altering,
weakening, or delaying the ACA’s prohibition
of discrimination based on pre-existing condi-
tions or gender and tax credits and rebates;

“No” on H.R. 4118 (roll #97). Back in July
of last year, | was concerned that the federal
marketplace would not be ready for the Octo-
ber 1, 2013, start date for enrollment under
the Affordable Care Act. And, in fact, as we
saw last fall, the federal website was not
ready to handle the volume from states that
didn’t set up their own exchange. The website
problems were unacceptable. Based on the
situation that | saw eight months ago, | be-
lieved that giving folks an extra year to learn
about the benefits and responsibilities under
the new law without penalty was a reasonable
modification, particularly with misinformation
spread about the Affordable Care Act and the
uncertainty about the readiness of the market-
place.

| believe that my job is to solve problems
and vote based on actual facts in my state
and district, not ideology. And the facts in
Connecticut in March 2014 are quite different
than they were in July 2013. The exchanges
have been up and running for five full months,
and Connecticut is leading the way. With less
than one month left in the enroliment period,
over 130,000 people in Connecticut have
signed up for health coverage through Access
Health CT, exceeding the state and federal
government’s goals. Now is not the time to
retroactively delay the individual mandate. As
I've previously stated, the individual mandate,
upheld by the Supreme Court, is a critical part
of the Affordable Care Act. Since July 2013,
I've held workshops for small businesses and
individuals to learn more about the Affordable
Care Act and how to sign up for health insur-
ance. I've heard stories from constituents
about how the Affordable Care Act has helped
them access affordable, quality health care. A
woman from Canaan, a breast cancer sur-
vivor, is now saving over $1,500 on her
monthly premium; a former small business
owner in New Britain can afford health insur-
ance for the first time in 12 years.

The law is not perfect, and improvements
can, should, and have been made. | will con-
tinue to raise concerns I've heard from folks in
my district and to work with the Obama Ad-
ministration to fix problems as they arise. But
there is no question that the responsible
course of action is to continue to move for-
ward;

“Aye” on H.R. 2126, the Energy Efficiency
Improvement Act (roll #98), which was a bipar-
tisan bill to expand energy efficiency stand-
ards.
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HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote
No. 98 on Wednesday, March 5, 2014, | was
inadvertently recorded as “nay” when | in-
tended to vote “aye” on H.R. 2126, the En-
ergy Efficiency Improvement Act of 2014, as
amended.

I've long been a proponent of improving en-
ergy efficiency across the board. | know the
cheapest and cleanest kilowatts are the ones
we don’t need to generate because we are
using energy more efficiently.

I've even authored my own bill to improve
the energy efficiency of consumer electronics,
the Smart Electronics Act. | whole heartedly
support the package of measures that were in-
cluded in H.R. 2126, which include improving
energy efficiency at federal data centers, in-
creasing efficiency standards for grid-enabled
water heaters, promoting efficiency retrofits on
low-income housing, and creating incentives
for landlords and tenants to boost energy sav-
ings in commercial properties.

| hope that House passage of this bill will
enable progress in the Senate on energy effi-
ciency legislation; and | want to reiterate my
support for H.R. 2126, which | had intended to
express through an “aye” vote.

———

CONGRATULATING THE OXFORD
HILLS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Oxford Hills Chamber of Com-
merce Business and Community Award Win-
ners. The Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce
serves the people and business communities
of central and western Maine, working hard to
strengthen economic opportunity throughout
the region and the state.

Each year, the Oxford Hills Chamber of
Commerce recognizes local businesses, busi-
ness leaders, and individuals who promote
and advance a vital and healthy business en-
vironment. These individuals and businesses
are committed to strengthening opportunity
and prosperity in Maine.

This year's award recipients include: Oxford
Federal Credit Union, recipient of the Business
of the Year Award; Ronald Kugell, recipient of
the Community Service Award; Catherine
Fanjoy-Coffey, recipient of the Employee of
the Year Award; and Buy the Fire, recipient of
the Rising Star Award.

These recipients are among the best that
Maine has to offer. Through their leadership
and incredible commitment to their commu-
nities and the region, Maine is a better place
in which to live and do business.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce
and these award recipients on their out-
standing service and achievements.
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HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing regarding two missed votes on March
4, 2014.

“Yes” on H.R. 3370, Homeowner Flood In-
surance Affordability Act.

“Yes” on H. Res. 488, Supporting the peo-
ple of Venezuela as they protest peacefully for
democratic change and calling to end the vio-
lence.

ALEXSANDER HAY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alexsander
Hay for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Alexsander Hay is an 11th grader at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alexsander
Hay is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alexsander Hay for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

HONORING A.H. PARKER HIGH
SCHOOL AS ALABAMA’S CLASS
5A STATE BASKETBALL CHAM-
PIONS 2014

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
continuing in the tradition of the “District of
Champions,” | rise today to honor the A.H.
Parker High School Thundering Herd on win-
ning the 2014 State of Alabama title in the 5A
State Basketball Championship—the first state
title since 1975. On behalf of the 7th Congres-
sional District, | pay tribute to the Thundering
Herd for their exemplary athleticism and team-
work as well as the outstanding leadership of
Head Coach Reggie McGary and his coaching
staff. We are extremely proud of these young
men!

Parker’'s championship victory capped off an
extraordinary season of 23 wins and 6 losses.
Coach McGrary credited his team’s success to
the leadership of his assistant coach, Randal
Smith. According to McGary, Smith’s persist-
ence in stressing the importance of defense
was the team’s key to victory. Throughout the
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championship game, Smith demanded that his
defensive players bring their best to the court.

To earn their spot in the championship
game, Parker High School dominated their op-
ponents during the Steele City Invitational
Tournament last December. The Thundering
Herd faced its rival Ramsay High School to
clinch the state title on March 1, 2014. During
the championship game, the thundering herd
played with the same skill and intensity that
sustained them throughout the season. The
team was celebrated for their consistent ability
to defensively shutdown their opponents. Their
strategy was no different when they competed
for the state title as the Thundering Herd held
Ramsey to just six points during the third
quarter.

Although the team trailed 23-20 with 2:17
left in the first half, they would not allow their
opponent to score again until the end of the
third quarter. Senior Marquell Olivier led
Parker with 15 points and nine rebounds while
Omani Williams served as a defensive force
for the team. Alontae Johnson also contributed
nine points to the Thundering Herd’s 56-46
victory. The win occurred on the 50th anniver-
sary of the Thundering Herd’s 1964 National
Black High School Championship won at Ten-
nessee State University.

As the daughter of a high school basketball
coach, | know this decisive victory is the result
of the tremendous efforts of both the players
and coaching staff of A.H. Parker High School.
The exemplary leadership and dedicated sup-
port from the coaching staff was a major factor
in the success of the Thundering Herd. | com-
mend Head Coach Reggie McGary and assist-
ant coach Randal Smith and | am so proud of
all they have accomplished.

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District,
the State of Alabama and this nation, | ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating the ac-
complishments of the A.H. Parker High School
Boys Basketball Team for their victory in the
Class 5A Alabama State Championship.

Congratulations! Go Bisons!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Friday, February 28, 2014, | was unable to be
present for recorded votes. | would have
voted:

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 86 (on agreeing to
the Cummings Amendment to H.R. 899),

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 87 (on agreeing to
the Connolly Amendment to H.R. 899),

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 88 (on agreeing to
the Jackson Lee Amendment to H.R. 899),

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 89 (on the motion
to recommit H.R. 899 with instructions), and

“No” on rollcall vote No. 90 (on passage of
H.R. 899).

————

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH HEIM
HASKELL

HON. ROBERT HURT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. HURT. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of myself
and Representative MORGAN GRIFFITH, | sub-
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mit these remarks to commemorate the life of
Elizabeth Heim Haskell, who passed away
February 11, 2014.

Mrs. Haskell was a pillar in her community
and across the Commonwealth. She ran her
own environmental consulting firm for nine
years and authored many books and articles
on the environment. She served on numerous
boards and commissions, including the Air
Pollution Control Board. She then served as
Virginia’'s Secretary of Natural Resources
under Governor Douglas Wilder.

After completing her term, Mrs. Haskell re-
turned to Martinsville to work in her family’s
newspaper business as the director and vice
president of The Martinsville Bulletin. She be-
came involved with local civics, serving four
years on the Martinsville City Council. She
also was a member of the New College Plan-
ning Commission and then New College Insti-
tute’s Board of Directors, where she promoted
her firm belief in the important role of higher
education in the area’s economy. For her
many contributions, particularly her work to
further higher education in Southwest Virginia,
the Virginia General Assembly named Mrs.
Haskell the Outstanding Virginian in 2005.

Elizabeth Haskell exemplified commitment
to bettering the lives of all Virginians. She will
long be remembered for her distinguished
service. She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Robert H. Haskell Ill, and is survived by
her son, Andrew Haskell of Morristown, N.J.,
three grandchildren, Chase Winn Haskell,
Catherine Antoinette Haskell, and Harrison
Robert Haskell, and her brother, Henry C.
Heim of Gig Harbor, Washington.

Congressman GRIFFITH and | note with great
sadness the loss of Elizabeth Haskell, a
prominent leader in the Martinsville community
and all of Virginia.

———

THE OCCASION OF MAJOR ALEX
CROSS’ RETIREMENT FROM THE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

HON. JOHN KLINE

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, today | recognize
and pay tribute to Major Alex Cross, United
States Marine Corps, on the occasion of his
retirement. My colleagues and | have had the
pleasure of working with Major Cross over the
past three years, to include his service as part
of my congressional staff and later as the
Deputy Director of the USMC Liaison Office in
the United States House of Representatives.

From his arrival in January of 2011, Major
Cross was a valuable member of my legisla-
tive team. Major Cross represented the Marine
Corps with honor while providing expertise on
Marine Corps programs and policies, and ad-
vising me on issues ranging from defense au-
thorization to foreign affairs. Major Cross’s
work on my personal staff culminated in his
recommended changes to Department of De-
fense recruitment policies signed into law in
the FY13 National Defense Authorization Act
that resulted in expanded opportunities for stu-
dents of all educational backgrounds to join
the Armed Forces.

From 2012 to 2014, Major Cross served as
Deputy Director of the USMC House Liaison
Office. During his time in the House Liaison
Office, Major Cross planned, led, and exe-
cuted many of the Marine Corps’ most difficult
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and challenging legislative initiatives. Major
Cross distinguished himself as a leader and
as a visible example of Marine Corps profes-
sionalism and values. Through his direct and
skillful engagement with numerous Members
of Congress, Major Cross ensured the Marine
Corps’ concepts, programs, and requirements
were widely understood which resulted in di-
rect and lasting improvements to Marine
Corps war fighting capabilities, and the quality
of life for Marines throughout the Marine
Corps.

Major Cross also successfully planned, co-
ordinated, and escorted more than 20 inter-
national and domestic trips for Congressional
and Staff Delegations. These delegations trav-
eled world-wide and visited heads of state,
military commands, and deployed US military
personnel. His meticulous planning, attention
to detail, and anticipation of requirements al-
lowed members of the House and staff to
focus on fact-finding and learning new infor-
mation to guide critical decisions made by the
Members of Congress.

Throughout his tour, Major Cross personally
responded to hundreds of Congressional in-
quiries, many of which gained national level
attention. Through his exceptional inter-
personal skills and broad knowledge in a wide
range of military affairs, he assisted the Direc-
tor, Marine Corps House of Representatives
Liaison Office, in gaining the Members’ sup-
port for issues critical to the Marine Corps.
Major Cross also supported USMC House Li-
aison operations, to include planning and co-
ordinating receptions and meetings on Capitol
Hill for USMC personnel. These events in-
cluded New Member Orientation for the Fresh-
man Congressional Class of the 113th Con-
gress and three Marine Corps Birthday Cake
Cutting Ceremonies. He also scheduled and
facilitated several hundred office calls for the
leadership of the USMC to include the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, Assistant Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, the Sergeant
Major of the Marine Corps, and numerous
other General Officers conducting business on
Capitol Hill.

Major Cross, through his dedication to pro-
fessional engagement with Congress, has
contributed immeasurably to the Marine Corps’
reputation throughout Capitol Hill. The rapport
he developed with Members of the House has
made a lasting impression and set the tone for
a lasting partnership between the Marine
Corps and Congress for years to come. The
time he has spent supporting my constituents
and other Members of the House has been
truly noteworthy. He has made lasting con-
tributions to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and we wish him well in
retirement.

ANGEL LUTHMAN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Angel
Luthman for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Angel Luthman is an 8th grader at Oberon
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.
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The dedication demonstrated by Angel
Luthman is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Angel Luthman for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following. | was unavoidably detained and so
| missed rollcall vote Number 93 on Ordering
the Previous Question on the Rule “Providing
for consideration of H.R. 3826, Electricity Se-
curity and Affordability Act, and providing for
consideration of H.R. 4118, Suspending the
Individual Mandate Penalty Law Equals Fair-
ness Act” (H. Res. 497). Had | been present,
| would have voted “no.”

| was unavoidably detained and so | missed
rolicall vote Number 94 regarding the Rule
“Providing for consideration of H.R. 3826,
Electricity Security and Affordability Act, and
providing for consideration of H.R. 4118, Sus-
pending the Individual Mandate Penalty Law
Equals Fairness Act” (H. Res. 497). Had |
been present, | would have voted “no”.

| was unavoidably detained and so | missed
rolicall vote Number 95 regarding the “United
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act of
2013” (H.R. 938). Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes”.

| was unavoidably detained and so | missed
rolicall vote Number 96 regarding the Motion
to Recommit with Instructions on “SIMPLE
Fairness Act” (H.R. 4118). Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes”.

| was unavoidably detained and so | missed
rolicall vote Number 97 regarding the “SIM-
PLE Fairness Act” (H.R. 4118). Had | been
present, | would have voted “no”.

| was unavoidably detained and so | missed
rollcall vote Number 98 regarding the “Better
Buildings Act of 2014” (H.R. 2126). Had |
been present, | would have voted “no”.

———

RECOGNIZING CHRISTOPHER WARE
HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Christopher Ware
of Clinton, lllinois, a man who has overcome
great personal obstacles and dedicated his life
to public service and helping others.

Mr. Ware has worked for State Farm Insur-
ance Company in Bloomington, lllinois as a
Security and Safety Specialist for over twenty-
two years. Christopher also served as a law
enforcement officer with the Bloomington Po-
lice Department until he suffered a severe
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stroke in 1997. During his time with the police
department, Christopher helped to coordinate
outreach programs within his community.

In his limited spare time, Christopher has
dedicated himself to public service and volun-
teering in his community. He currently serves
as Chairman of the DeWitt County Housing
Authority Board, Precinct Committeeman for
DeWitt County, and trustee of the DeWitt-Liv-
ingston-McLean Counties Regional School
Board.

In addition to his public service work, Chris-
topher has volunteered countless hours for the
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, serving
in many leadership roles. In 2005, he received
the “Award of the Year” or “Hero Award” from
the Coast Guard Foundation for his work dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina. In 2004 and 2011,
Ware received the Lifetime Achievement
Award in the USA Freedom Corps for his vol-
unteer service activities. In 2002, the Governor
of lllinois appointed Chris to the lllinois State
Rehabilitation Council and in 2012 he was ap-
pointed to the lllinois Stroke Task Force.

It is my honor to recognize Christopher
Ware for his lifetime dedication to helping oth-
ers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SEAN P. DUFFY

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, on
Tuesday, March 4, 2014, | missed two re-
corded votes on the House floor. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay” on rollcall
91 and “yea” on rollcall 92.

———

PATIENT SAFETY AWARENESS
WEEK AND THE NATIONAL PA-
TIENT SAFETY FOUNDATION

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, this week
is Patient Safety Awareness Week, and today
I'd like to recognize the National Patient Safe-
ty Foundation and the organizations in my dis-
trict that work to promote and improve patient
safety.

In Arizona’s District One, we have several
facilities that are committed to patient safety,
including Oro Valley Hospital, Flagstaff Med-
ical Center, and Ventana Medical Systems.

Oro Valley Hospital has been nationally rec-
ognized for its efforts, which include daily
safety huddles and employee empowerment.
At Flagstaff Medical Center, their patient safe-
ty program also encourages employee col-
laboration.

My district is home to Ventana Medical Sys-
tems, a world leader in developing solutions
for tissue-based diagnoses. Ventana has a
new advisory board that brings together ex-
perts to review patient safety.

| applaud the National Patient Safety Foun-
dation and the hospitals and companies in my
district and nationwide who are leading the
way to keep patient safety as a top priority.
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BRADY HOGOBOOM

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brady
Hogoboom for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Brady Hogoboom is a 7th grader at Drake
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brady
Hogoboom is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Brady Hogoboom for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

——

IN HONOR OF OPHELIA DEVORE-
MITCHELL

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that | rise today to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding and truly one-of-a-kind
woman, Dr. Ophelia DeVore-Mitchell. Sadly,
Dr. DeVore-Mitchell passed away on Friday,
February 28, 2014. A Repast and Celebration
of Life will be held on Sunday, March 23, 2014
at 3:00 p.m. at the Gallery at Fountain Park in
Columbus, Georgia.

Dr. DeVore-Mitchell was widely known as
one of our nation’s first African-American mod-
els and the founder of the first black model
agency. She was more well-known in Colum-
bus, Georgia as the longtime owner of the Co-
lumbus Times newspaper, which is now
owned and operated by her daughter, Ms.
Carol Gertjegerdes.

Dr. DeVore-Mitchell was born in 1922 in
Edgefield, South Carolina but moved to New
York City, where she majored in Mathematics
at New York University. At the age of 16, she
was working for Ebony magazine and in 1946,
she enrolled in the Vogue School of Modeling,
which up until then had excluded women of
color.

She was acutely aware of how African
Americans were stereotypically depicted in the
media, and she made it her mission to change
this public perception. In 1946, Dr. DeVore-
Mitchell opened the Grace del Marco Modeling
Agency and in 1948, she founded the Ophelia
DeVore School of Self-Development and Mod-
eling. These agencies were pivotal in trans-
forming the social landscape of America by
paving the way for African Americans to pur-
sue careers in the fashion and entertainment
industries at a time when it was not the norm
for black women to be recognized for their
beauty.

In 1955, Dr. DeVore-Mitchell and her mod-
els made history as the hosts of ABC’s “Spot-
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light on Harlem,” New York’s first television
program produced by and for African Ameri-
cans. She went on to produce several other
New York cable television shows, including
the “Ophelia DeVore Show.” She again made
history in 1959 and 1960 when two of her cli-
ents, Ms. Cecilia Cooper and Ms. LaJeune
Hundley became the first Americans, Black or
White, to win titles at the Cannes Film Festival
in Paris, France.

Dr. DeVore-Mitchell helped shape the lives
and careers of the country’s top African-Amer-
ican models and entertainers. She has re-
ceived more than 300 awards and honors over
her lifetime and in 1985, she was appointed
by President Reagan to the John F. Kennedy
Center Committee on the Arts. In addition to
her accomplishments in modeling and pro-
ducing, Dr. DeVore-Mitchell was a newspaper
owner and publisher, business executive, and
consultant.

Maya Angelou once said, “In diversity, there
is beauty and there is strength. We all should
know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry,
and we must understand that all the threads of
that tapestry are equal in value no matter their
color.” Ophelia DeVore-Mitchell used beauty
as a public platform to address injustice and
prejudice, blazing a trail for countless others
along the way. By challenging the status quo
and championing diversity, she helped to en-
sure that future generations would enjoy a ro-
bust and truly unique American culture that
recognizes all members of society.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me, my wife, Vivian, and the nearly
700,000 people in Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District in paying tribute to Ophelia
DeVore-Mitchell for her numerous outstanding
achievements and her everlasting dedication
to promoting African-American power, pride,
and presence. May her family members and
friends be consoled and comforted by the
knowledge that she made a great difference in
this world and helped to build a better, more
equitable America.

————

HONORING LEROY “POP” MILLER
FOR HIS SERVICE TO OUR COUN-
TRY AND OUR COMMUNITY

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak to the memory of Leroy “Pop” Miller
who recently passed away after living a life of
courage, dedication, and bravery. He left be-
hind a legacy of honor, a family who will for-
ever remember him, and a community of
friends who say goodbye with gratitude in their
hearts.

Leroy Mille—known simply as Pop—left us
at the rich age of 94 years old. He was a long-
time member of my church, St. James United
Methodist, where he found a spiritual home
after moving to Kansas City from Charlotte in
the early 2000s. He came to Kansas City after
his wife, Sadie, passed away. His loving son,
William Miller, urged his Dad to make the
move so he could be closer to his family, in
particular his two grandsons—William, Jr, and
Jordan.

Before joining our community, Pop was
nothing short of an historical figure in his
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home state of North Carolina. He was a mem-
ber of our Greatest Generation and one of the
few surviving African-Americans who fought in
World War II. Just days after graduating from
North Carolina A&T University in 1942, he was
drafted into the United States Army where he
was stationed in Europe and became a mem-
ber of the famous Red Ball Express.

Red Ball drivers, mostly African American
men, were drawn from the Army’s Quarter-
master Corps and fought both the enemy and
the hazards of the road and weather to suc-
cessfully deliver their loads. Pop’s unit drove
trucks from the Cherbourg Peninsula all the
way to the North Sea, and throughout France,
Germany, and Holland.

Despite his continued display of bravery,
Pop and other African American soldiers also
had to battle the racist forces that existed
among their fellow Americans. When he re-
turned home after serving—and sacrificing—
for our country, he found what so many others
discovered as well. African Americans were
still not treated as equals. Even with his col-
lege education, he found his own job choices
were very limited. But Pop was a fighter, on
and off the battlefield, and became an edu-
cational pioneer, helping to break down the
barriers of segregation in Charlotte, North
Carolina, and throughout the United States.

Pop is remembered as a strong leader who
enforced discipline at a time when fights and
riots accompanied integration in schools. He is
remembered as a strict educator who valued
academics as much as sports, and worked to
see straight A students recognized as publicly
as star athletes. And Leroy “Pop” Miller is re-
membered as a man who wanted to be known
not as a successful African American principal,
but simply as a successful principal.

| am honored to have had Leroy “Pop” Mil-
ler as a member of the St. James congrega-
tion and as a constituent of the Fifth District of
Missouri. He touched the lives of many and
will remain in our hearts, and in our memories,
for years to come.

——

HONORING ST. JUDE EDU-
CATIONAL INSTITUTE AS ALA-
BAMA’S CLASS 1A BOY’S STATE
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS FOR
2014

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the St. Jude Pirates
for capturing their second-straight victory in
the Class 1A Alabama State basketball Cham-
pionship on February 28th. On behalf of the
7th Congressional District, | congratulate the
Pirates for the tremendous athleticism, deter-
mination and energy they displayed through-
out their season under the resolute leadership
of Head Coach Earl Taylor and his coaching
staff.

With their victory over Parrish, the St. Jude
Pirates won their eighth Alabama High School
Athletic Association (AHSAA) state basketball
championship and tenth in school history. The
Pirates finished their season with 24 wins and
5 losses. Throughout the season, the Pirates
faced some of the state’s biggest and best
teams which helped to prepare them to per-
form at the regional and championship levels.
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While Parrish scored the championship
game’s debut shot, the Pirates responded with
incredible energy leading by 21 points at half-
time. The Pirates’ suffocating defense left the
opponent scoreless for more than six minutes.
The Pirates held Parrish to 37 points overall,
tallied 8 steals, retrieved 21 defensive re-
bounds and blocked four shots. Tournament
MVP Jacob Winston finished the game with 21
points, 9 of which came from behind the 3-
point arc. Winston grabbed 10 rebounds and
Senior Andrew Rogers scored 18 points while
LaDarius Brinson scored 10. Overall, the Pi-
rates were 15-0f-16 at the foul line.

Winning the state championship reflects the
combined efforts of the coaches, players and
supporters. | would like to commend the team,
Coach Earl Taylor and his coaching staff.
Members of the team include: Darian Adams,
LaDarius Brinson, Tommy Burton, Keondre
Davis, Taylor McCurdy, Andrew Rogers,
Roderic Scott, and Jacob Winston.

At the conclusion of the game MVP Player
Jacob Winston told reporters, “We try to be a
defensive-minded team, but all the dunks and
stuff is just a result of that,” he said. “Coach
Taylor's always taught us to play hard
whatever’s going on. The dunks and 3s come
from defense.”

St. Jude’s has collected AHSAA state cham-
pionships in 5 different decades with titles in
1973, 1977, 1985, 1998, 2006, 2008, 2013
and 2014. The team also won two state cham-
pionships as members of the AIAA before
1968. As the daughter of a high school bas-
ketball coach, | know the Pirates’ success is
the result of the combined efforts of not only
the players and the coaching staff, but also
the support of the St. Jude faculty and staff
and the entire community.

| am honored to represent such a talented
group of young men, their dedicated coaching
staff and proud community. As | declare the
7th Congressional District as the “District of
Champions,” the St. Jude Pirates represents
one of our very best. On behalf of the 7th
Congressional District, the State of Alabama
and this nation, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the accomplishments of the
St. Jude Pirates for their victory in the 1A Ala-
bama State Championship.

Congratulations! Go Pirates!

BRUKLIN WOMACK
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Bruklin
Womack for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Bruklin Womack is a 12th grader at Wheat
Ridge High School and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Bruklin
Womack is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Bruklin Womack for winning the Arvada Wheat
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Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY
HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
March 7 is Employee Appreciation Day. | rise
today to mark my appreciation for the staff
members who so ably help me serve the peo-
ple of North Carolina’s Fourth Congressional
District.

My staff are model public servants. They
work long hours and late nights. Every year,
the staffers working in my North Carolina dis-
trict offices help thousands of constituents,
and all of our local communities, navigate fed-
eral agencies. They help me reach out to local
businesses and educational institutions to en-
sure their needs are represented in Wash-
ington. Every year, my Washington, D.C. of-
fice staff researches thousands of pieces of
legislation. They help me hear and respond to
hundreds of thousands of constituent commu-
nications. They help constituents arrange
tours, and they join me in meetings with con-
stituent groups, local and State representa-
tives, universities and businesses on every
issue imaginable. The list of tasks my staff
helps accomplish could go on and on, but
most importantly, they help ensure that the
people of the Fourth District have a voice in
the people’s House.

The previous year has been a challenging
one for congressional staff. Congressional
staffers were not immune from the unneces-
sary and mindless across-the-board seques-
tration spending cuts that affected so many
programs that invest in our people, ensure our
strength and security, and protect our poorest
citizens. Like employees of many executive
departments, my staff endured furloughs and
reduced pay over the previous year. | truly ad-
mire the all-hands-on-deck approach my staff
took to maintain a high-level of constituent
service in the face of these challenges, and
their efforts to ensure sequestration was re-
placed and critical programs were fully funded
once again.

In recognition of their dedication and dili-
gence, | would like to include in CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the name of each staffer cur-
rently employed by my office.

Nadia Alston, Sonia Barnes, Jean-Louise
Beard, Nora Blalock, Andrew High, Asher
Hildebrand, James Hunter, Tracy Lovett, Sean
Maxwell, William Munn, Cassie Rice, Kate
Roetzer, Dave Russell, Laura Thrift, Jackson
Tufts, Justin Wein, Robyn Winneberger.

| would also like to extend special thanks to
the staffers who have departed my office over
the previous year and to include their names
in the RECORD. | want them to know that their
years of dedicated service strengthened our
district and our State, and that their hard work
did not go unnoticed or unappreciated. | wish
them well as they pursue new and promising
opportunities.

Robin Bolash, Sandra Massenburg, Beau
Mills, Teresa Saunders, Kate Schisler.

| am grateful, Mr. Speaker, for the effort that
my staff continues to put forth and for the op-
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portunity Employee Appreciation Day offers to
say thank you.

RECOGNIZING FIRE CHIEF
EDMOND LEWIS

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Edmond Lewis, Chief of the Monterey
Volunteer Fire Department in Beaver Dams,
New York.

Mr. Lewis has served as a member of the
Monterey Volunteer Fire Department for an
impressive 36 years. He assumed the position
of Chief last year and was faced with the
enormous task of overcoming a dire financial
situation which nearly forced the fire depart-
ment into bankruptcy. In addition to the finan-
cial challenges, when he began his tenure as
chief, the department had fewer than twelve
members and no junior recruits.

Chief Lewis has never stopped fighting for
the department or his community throughout
the recovery process. His leadership has been
vital in restoring the integrity, financial sol-
vency, and strength of the Monterey Volunteer
Fire Department. Through his guidance, the
department has increased its ranks to 54
members, including 14 junior firefighters. The
hard work and dedication of Chief Lewis has
restored the fire department to a position of
capably protecting public safety in the commu-
nity.

Edmond Lewis exemplifies selfless service
and true leadership. His generosity and will-
ingness to assist anyone in need has earned
him the highest level of respect throughout
Schuyler County. Mr. Lewis regularly extends
a helping hand beyond his duties at the fire
department by volunteering at a local food
bank and preparing meals at the Office for the
Aging.

| commend Mr. Lewis for all the great work
he has done, and will continue to do, at the
Monterey Volunteer Fire Department and in
our community. He is a selfless and generous
individual who has made countless positive
contributions to New York’s 23rd Congres-
sional District, and | am proud to recognize
him today.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
COUNTY ENGINEERS ASSOCIA-
TION OF CALIFORNIA

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the 100th anniversary of the
county Engineers Association of California.

The County Engineers Association of Cali-
fornia was established in 1914 and is made up
of county engineers, public works directors,
county road commissioners and professional
personnel throughout California’s 58 counties.

The purpose of the association is to ad-
vance county engineering and management
by providing a forum for exchanging ideas and
information to improve service to the public.
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The association has a close relationship with
the California State Association of Counties
and is supportive of advocacy work to develop
policies that benefit counties and citizens.

The County Engineers Association of Cali-
fornia works on many issues toward improving
the state of our water. Specific issues include
wastewater, storm water, flood control infra-
structure, in addition to matters regarding
clean and safe drinking water.

Through much collaboration, the County En-
gineers Association of California strives to pro-
vide, create, and maintain infrastructure that
aids in the health, safety, and general welfare
for California.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the County Engineers Association of California
for their 100 years of outstanding contributions
to the community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE HEALTH
WAGON

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
today | write in recognition of The Health
Wagon, a nonprofit health clinic that works to
provide mobile health services in Buchanan,
Dickenson, Russell, Lee, Scott, and Wise
Counties as well as the City of Norton. Last
year, The Health Wagon helped more than
11,000 patients receive health care valued at
over $1 million, and through partnerships The
Health Wagon’s Pharmacy Connect program
provided patients with approximately $1.2 mil-
lion in pharmacy assistance.

For this and its important work with the an-
nual Remote Area Medical event, its commu-
nity health fairs and outreach programs, its
women’s health programs, its emphasis on
education and prevention, its clinics including
dental, eye, and specialty services, and more,
| am grateful to The Health Wagon and its
staff, supporters, and volunteers for serving
the people of Southwest Virginia. There is no
doubt that The Health Wagon’s hard work and
dedication has had an impact on countless
lives.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,467,228,205,267.47. We've
added $6,840,351,156,354.39 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.
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SHANE ROBERT
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Shane Robert
for receiving the Young Professional of the
Year award from the West Chamber serving
Jefferson County.

The West Chamber Young Professionals
engage and connect young professionals
throughout Jefferson County. By building rela-
tionships with other local business leaders,
West Chamber young professional members
advance their careers and become leaders in
the community.

Shane is a vital contributing member and
leader of the West Chamber Young Profes-
sionals. He is instrumental in helping the
Young Professionals grow over the past two
years with particular emphasis on helping with
their marketing, donating brochure designs
and social media services.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Shane Robert for his well deserved honor
from the West Chamber serving Jefferson
County. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all his future
accomplishments.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker on rollcall
No. 91, | was not present due to unavoidable
air travel delays. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DARWIN L.
CURLS FOR HIS DEDICATED CA-
REER OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize one of our own. On Friday, March
7, 2014, Mr. Darwin Lenard Curls is retiring
from my office after serving the past nine
years for the Fifth Congressional District as
the Director of Community Affairs and dedi-
cating nearly half-a-century of public service to
our community.

Born on October 17, 1943, to a family of
public servants, Darwin learned at an early
age the importance of giving back to his com-
munity. His parents, Fred and Velma Curls
raised Darwin and his five siblings to help
those less fortunate. His father was a pioneer
for civil and political rights in our community
and was one of the original founders of Free-
dom Incorporated, an African-American polit-
ical organization, based in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. Darwin observed his father's efforts to
better the community, such as with his fight
against restrictive covenants in residential
neighborhoods in our community. His brother,

March 6, 2014

Phil Curls, went on to become a State Senator
and President of Freedom Inc. Along with Dar-
win’s help, Freedom rose to be known as one
of the most potent political organizations in the
United States. Darwin remembers well his fa-
ther's saying “make it happen”, and took to
heart those words by dedicating his life to
making things happen. Make-no-mistake,
through his career of action and advocacy in
our great state of Missouri, Darwin has been
the embodiment of the “Show me State”.

As a young man, Darwin attended De La
Salle Military Academy, before earning his
Bachelor of Arts degree from Park College. He
eventually found his calling when he landed a
position with the Blue Hills Homes Corpora-
tion—a community development corporation
focused on improving neighborhoods in the
urban core thru creating quality housing op-
portunities. Darwin spent nearly 23 years with
Blue Hills.

In 1994, Darwin chose to run for public of-
fice and was elected overwhelmingly for the
Kansas City Missouri School Board. During a
challenging time for the School District, Darwin
brought much-needed, common sense ap-
proaches to ensure children were given the
best opportunities to succeed. After retiring
from the School Board, he accepted a Trustee
position with the Kansas City Public School
Retirement System where he served for 16
years to ensure the employees of the Kansas
City School District were treated fairly thru
their retirement.

In 1999, Darwin joined the Congressional
staff of my predecessor, Representative Karen
McCarthy. He served for five years, handling
casework and outreach. After a brief stint with
Swope Community Builders, | asked Darwin to
join me shortly after my election. He started
on February 1, 2005 as my Director of Com-
munity Affairs. In that capacity, Darwin has
overseen the office’s casework, helping con-
stituents with issues dealing with the Internal
Revenue Service, Social Security Administra-
tion, Housing and Urban Development, and
much more. He has helped hundreds of indi-
viduals traverse the challenges of the federal
bureaucracy, helping people to receive back
payments, or keep their housing. He was al-
ways available to constituents, sometimes just
lending a shoulder during their time in need.
Equally valuable, he has been an integral part
of our outreach efforts, regularly providing re-
marks at meetings and events on behalf of the
office. Over the years, | have relied heavily on
his insights and feedback about our commu-
nity and their concerns, as he has always had
his fingers on the pulse of our District.

Darwin has been married for forty-five years
to his wife, Sandra, and they are blessed to
have three amazing children and seven grand-
children. Their daughter, Shalonn “Kiki” Curls,
is continuing the family tradition of public serv-
ice as a State Senator.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
and honoring Mr. Darwin Curls for a lifetime of
dedicated service to our community. While he
embraces this next phase of life in retirement,
| wish to thank him for his guiding counsel
over the years. He has served as a role model
to many in our office and in the African-Amer-
ican community. The lives of hundreds of con-
stituents he has helped, our neighbors, com-
munity, and Missouri’s Fifth Congressional
District, have been enhanced because he
chose to “make it happen.”



March 6, 2014

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
HENRY “HANQ” NEAL

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to honor the memory of a spiritual
leader and an extraordinary musical artist from
Houston, Texas, the Honorable Henry “Hang”
Neal.

Mr. Neal was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana
on September 4, 1956. He had a lifelong love
of music, especially gospel music, singing in
his youth choir at church. Mr. Neal went on to
become a legendary gospel singer, musical
artist, and minister of music. Throughout his
career, he performed with several different
gospel acts and was nominated for a Grammy
for his rendition of “If You Move Yourself with
the legendary gospel group Donald Vails
Choraleers in 1980.

He also inspired his community with his
work as a minister of music at Windsor Village
United Methodist Church and then Wheeler
Avenue Baptist Church in Houston. Both
churches credit Mr. Neal with expanding and
revolutionizing their choirs. Throughout Mr.
Neal’s career, he was consistently in demand
for his musical talents, performing at mayoral
inaugurations, for Queen Elizabeth Il in 1991,
and Congressman Mickey Leland’s memorial
service in 1989.

As we bid farewell to an exceptional talent
and man of God, we acknowledge that our
community has lost a resounding voice for
faith. Although this is a significant loss, we
must find consolation in knowing that many of
our lives have been forever changed by the
God-given talent of the Honorable Henry
“Hang” Neal.

———

IN HONOR OF IRA LOOMIS
FLOWERS

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man
and close friend, Mr. Ira Loomis Flowers.
Sadly, Mr. Flowers passed away on Friday,
February 28, 2014. A service celebrating his
life will be held on Saturday March 8, 2014 at
11:00 a.m. at First Missionary Baptist Church
in Thomasville, Georgia.

Mr. Flowers was born on January 4, 1953,
in Washington, DC, to Bessie Lee Flowers
Moore and the late Guyte Smith, Sr. After ob-
taining a Bachelor of Arts degree in English at
Stillman College, Mr. Flowers dedicated much
of his life to youth development. He served in
the Boys and Girls Club of Houston, Texas,
before serving as a director at the YMCA in
Columbus and Thomasville, Georgia, as well
as the director of the Thomasville Resource
Center. He worked for the Colquitt County
Board of Education before retiring. He was
steadfastly dedicated to furthering the success
of men and women in his church, workplace,
and community. He worked tirelessly to open
doors and to level the playing field for at-risk
youth in Southwest Georgia.
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Mr. Flowers was an influential member of
society and a local civil rights legend. He or-
ganized and was president of the Malcom X
Liberation Front. My Brother in the Bond, Mr.
Flowers was also devoted to our beloved
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. and was
heavily involved in fraternity activities.

Most important to Mr. Flowers was his stur-
dy and enduring relationship with the Lord. He
was a longtime member of First Missionary
Baptist Church.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” We are all so blessed that Mr.
Flowers passed this way and during his life’s
journey did so much for so many for so long.
He leaves behind a great legacy in service to
all the children, families, and members of the
community whose lives he touched.

The race of life isn’t given to the swift or to
the strong, but to those who endure until the
end. Mr. Flowers has run the race of life with
grace and dignity and God has blessed him
over his lifetime.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
and my wife, Vivian, in saluting Mr. Ira Loomis
Flowers for his outstanding service to his com-
munity. We pray that Mr. Flowers’ family,
friends and loved ones will be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

ANAJELY AGUILAR

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Anajely
Aguilar for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Anajely Aguilar is an 8th grader at Wheat
Ridge 5-8 and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Anajely
Aguilar is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Anajely Aguilar for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

COMMEMORATING THE SUMGAIT
POGROMS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the Sumgait pogroms. The Sumgait
pogroms consisted of the murder of hundreds
of Armenians, making it a particularly atro-
cious event in a long history of hostility against
the Armenian people. | would like to recognize
the anniversary of the Sumgait pogroms and

E329

remind all of us that it is our duty to act when
a people are targeted with violence. Our com-
mitment to remembering this injustice
strengthens our determination to obtain peace.

In 1988, hundreds of Armenians were bru-
tally murdered, some of them burned alive and
thrown from windows. Women and children
were raped and maimed by Azerbaijani rioters.
Apartments were robbed, shops demolished,
and thousands of people became refugees.
Despite Sumgait’s proximity to Baku, police
turned a blind eye to this dire situation, allow-
ing the pogroms to go on for three days. And
since that time, authorities in Azerbaijan have
sought to erase all traces of these crimes. Yet,
the Congressional Armenian Issues Caucus is
resolutely committed to ensure that those Ar-
menians who lost their lives are not forgotten.

| ask my colleagues to solemnly condemn
all intimidations and acts of aggression against
the Armenian people. The Congressional Ar-
menian Issues Caucus will do its very best to
ensure that basic rights to life, liberty and se-
curity are not violated. | also ask my col-
leagues to join me in calling upon the Azer-
baijani government to acknowledge Ramil
Safarov as a convicted murderer and imme-
diately take action to bring him to justice for
the murder that he committed against an inno-
cent Armenian man.

As co-chair and founder of the Congres-
sional Armenian Issues Caucus, | will continue
to promote peace and security throughout the
Caucasus region. | look forward to the day
when the Armenian people never have to fear
such attacks.

IN HONOR OF OSCAR VILLEGAS
HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Oscar Villegas to recognize his nu-
merous contributions and years of service to
the people of West Sacramento. Oscar has
served on the West Sacramento City Council
for 14 years and was recently appointed by
California Governor Jerry Brown to serve on
the Yolo County Board of Supervisors.

Oscar is a homegrown public servant from
the Bryte neighborhood and has proudly
served his community in different capacities.
He was first elected to the City Council in
2000 and then reelected in 2004 and 2008,
during which time he served as Mayor Pro
Tern on five occasions. Prior to his election,
Oscar served on the West Sacramento Plan-
ning Commission from 1997-2000. Oscar has
served on many boards and commissions, in-
cluding the Sacramento-Yolo Port District
Commission, the Sacramento County Regional
Sanitation District Board, the Yolo County
Transportation District, and the Capitol Cor-
ridor Joint Powers Board. He is also Chairman
of the City’s Up for West Sacramento Execu-
tive Board, an early learning program.

Oscar has been a strong advocate for a
number of programs that have transformed the
City of West Sacramento. He played an impor-
tant role in advocating for the development of
Raley Field, the riverfront Bridge District, the
new Arthur F. Turner Community Library, the
revitalized West Capitol Avenue, the City’s
park system and the bicycle master plan. His
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passion and commitment are evident in his
ability to listen and relate to his constituents.
His deep understanding of local issues and his
strong relationships with the community will
serve him well on the Yolo County Board of
Supervisors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Oscar Villegas for his many years
of service to the City of West Sacramento,
and wish him the best in his new appointment
to the Yolo County Board of Supervisors.

———

BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
INNOVATIVE FINANCING ACT OF
2014

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today, | introduced
the “Brownfield Redevelopment and Economic
Development Innovative Financing Act of
2014,” legislation that will help redevelop large
brownfield redevelopment projects that have
the potential to create jobs, provide affordable
housing opportunities and transform regional
economies.

Across the country, from Baltimore to Los
Angeles, there are large redevelopment sites
that communities have identified as the eco-
nomic development futures of their regions.
Older manufacturing sites, retired steel mills,
automotive legacy sites and landfills within
communities are in need of transformation.

These sites, known as brownfields, are un-
tapped resources that, when environmentally
remediated and redeveloped, will address tax
base shortfalls, provide affordable housing,
create jobs, attract new businesses as well as
unify communities with planned sustainable
development that will meet the needs of a
changing economy and a growing population.

For instance, in my district, the city of Car-
son provides a shining example of how large
brownfield properties can be redeveloped and
transformed into successful redevelopment
projects.

In 2003, using $90 million of redevelopment
funding, Carson invested in the cleanup of an
160 acre site along the 405. Immediately, the
private sector matched the city’s funding and
the project moved forward with the cleanup of
the site.

The project, called The Boulevards, is set to
finish construction in 2016, and will have two
hotels, retail space, affordable housing, office
buildings, restaurants and movie theatres that
will raise an estimated $107 million in property
tax revenues over the next 30 years.

The Boulevards is a great investment for
Carson and for the region and will ultimately
end up paying for itself. What's changed for
Carson, like most communities, is that they do
not have another $90 million dollars to quickly
redevelop their other large brownfield projects.

Unfortunately, there is no current federal
funding or financing mechanism to support
and leverage local and private sector re-
sources to move large brownfield redevelop-
ment sites forward.

While Title | of the 1949 Housing Authority
Act used to provide a line of federal credit to
local communities to undertake major redevel-
opment projects during the 1970’s, this was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

later replaced with the current Community De-
velopment Block Grant (CDBG) program ad-
ministered by HUD. And CDBG funds are cur-
rently stretched too thin to be able to ade-
quately address the needs of large scale rede-
velopment projects.

Additionally, private lenders are hesitant to
loan money for these projects since the exten-
sive remediation and clean up of these sites
means investors aren’t going to begin seeing
returns for possibly a decade or longer.

That's why | have introduced the The
Brownfield Redevelopment and Economic De-
velopment Innovative Financing Act of 2014.
This bill creates a pilot program that re-estab-
lishes a partnership with communities by pro-
viding the HUD Secretary the authority to
guarantee the repayment of principal and in-
terest on loans made by lenders to local gov-
ernments for large brownfield redevelopment
projects.

By providing a federally backed loan guar-
antee for brownfield redevelopment, this will
eliminate traditional lending risk and thus at-
tract private resources for projects that other-
wise wouldn’t have received funding. At the
same time, this bill grants local governments
enough time to remediate and develop their
properties so they won’'t need to begin making
loan repayments until they start receiving rev-
enue.

These tools will provide communities with
the ability to make an immediate and long
term economic impact on their region and will
be the drivers that help move our national
economy forward.

That is why this bill is supported by public
and private stakeholders alike, including, Wes-
ton  Solutions, CH2M  Hill,  Parsons
Brinckerhoff, the American Council of Engi-
neering Companies, Smart Growth America,
the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National
League of Cities, the National Brownfield As-
sociation, the League of California Cities, the
California State Association of Counties, and
the city of Carson, California.

By providing a platform for partnerships and
innovative financing tools, we will finally arm
communities with the necessary tools to fully
plan, invest and develop their futures.

————

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY POLICE
CHIEF MIKE BORGES

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge Deputy Police Chief Mike Borges
of the Ceres Police Department for his 34
years of outstanding service and commitment
to public safety in the community.

Deputy Chief Mike Borges grew up in the
Modesto area and worked at a dairy. He grad-
uated from Modesto High School in June of
1974 and joined the Army in March of 1976,
where he served in the Military Police until No-
vember of 1979. Mr. Borges left the Army at
the rank of Sergeant, and returned home to
begin his career as a police officer.

In April of 1980, Mr. Mike Borges was hired
by the City of Ceres as a police officer. The
Ceres Police Department sponsored him while
he attended the police academy, and he ulti-
mately chose to remain in Ceres. During his
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tenure, Borges worked in many different posi-
tions within the agency. From 1984 to 1987,
he served as a Detective and in 1987, be-
came a Field Training Officer and Corporal. In
1988, he was promoted to the position of Ser-
geant.

As a Sergeant, Mr. Borges served as a pa-
trol Watch Commander and Supervisor, and
served as the agency’s Police Explorer Advi-
sor for over 10 years. In addition to this, he
served as the SWAT team leader for eight
years, and spent over four years supervising
the Detective Bureau for the Ceres Police De-
partment. In August of 2005, he was ap-
pointed as the Police Division Commander,
and in December 2007, Mr. Borges became
Deputy Chief.

Deputy Chief Borges earned an Associate
of Arts degree in Administration of Justice
from Modesto Junior College, and a Bachelors
of Science degree in Business Management,
with a focus in Human Resources from Cali-
fornia State University, Stanislaus. He grad-
uated from the Sherman Block Supervisor
Leadership Institute, Class 11; a program de-
signed to stimulate personal growth, leader-
ship, and ethical decision-making in California
law enforcement’s front line supervisors.

Mr. Borges has been a longtime board
member and has previously served as the
president of Ceres Youth Baseball. He is also
one of the founding members of the Ceres Po-
lice Officers Association. He has been an ac-
tive member in the Ceres Lions Club since
2004, where he has also served as a board
member. Mr. Borges enjoys sports, staying ac-
tive, being involved with community youth, and
spending time with his family.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Mike Borges for his 34 years of service and
outstanding contributions of the Ceres commu-
nity as well as our country.

———

BIANCA NUNEZ-MARTINEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Bianca
Nunez-Martinez for receiving the Arvada

Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. Bianca Nunez-Martinez is an 11th
grader at Standley Lake High School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Bianca
Nunez-Martinez is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Bianca Nunez-Martinez for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.
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IN HONOR OF CRISP COUNTY
SHERIFF DONNIE R. HARALSON

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man
and outstanding public servant, Crisp County
Sheriff Donnie R. Haralson. Sadly, Sheriff
Haralson passed away on Tuesday, March 4,
2014. Funeral services will be held on Friday,
March 7, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. at Cordele First
Baptist Church.

Following in his father's footsteps, Sheriff
Haralson began his law enforcement career
with the Cordele Police Department in 1977.
After years of hard work and determination, he
became Cordele’s Chief of Police. A well-re-
spected member of his community, Sheriff
Haralson was reelected to a seventh term as
Crisp County Sheriff in 2012, a capacity in
which he served dutifully for twenty-seven
years.

During his tenure, Sheriff Haralson estab-
lished local programs that benefitted both the
community he served and the inmates in his
care, including personal safety classes and an
inmate GED program. Sheriff Haralson was in-
fluential in obtaining a regional youth detention
center in Cordele and also helped to secure
inmate labor in the building of a recreation fa-
cility, a significant cost-saving initiative.

Sheriff Haralson was actively engaged in his
community and served on numerous commit-
tees both locally and statewide. As the longest
sitting sheriff in Crisp County history, Sheriff
Haralson embodied the definition of a public
servant through strong leadership, steadfast
dedication and unwavering compassion. His
years of distinguished service in law enforce-
ment earned him the Governor’'s Public Safety
Award in 2000 and Georgia’s 2010 Sheriff of
the Year distinction.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” Sheriff Haralson is undoubtedly
great because of his dedication and service to
the community that he loved so dearly. As a
lifelong resident of Crisp County, Sheriff
Haralson’s legacy will live on for years to
come in the minds and hearts of all those
whose lives he touched in Southwest Georgia.

Sheriff Haralson is survived by his wife,
Peggy; daughters, Amanda and Crystal;
grandsons, Thomas and Eli; sisters, Sharon
and Kadron; and his nephew, Cory. He was a
longtime member and a Deacon of Cordele
First Baptist Church.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in paying tribute to Sheriff Donnie
Haralson and his legacy of service to Crisp
County, Georgia. He loved the people of Crisp
County and dedicated his life and career to
improving the quality of life for his fellow citi-
zens. He will truly be missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, on March 5,
2014 | joined President Obama on a trip to
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Connecticut to discuss the importance of rais-
ing the federal minimum wage and missed
several recorded votes. Had | been present, |
would have voted:

“no” on rollcall No. 93, on ordering the Pre-
vious Question on H. Res. 497;

“no” on rollcall No. 94, on passage of H.
Res. 97;

“yes” on rollcall No. 95, on passage of H.R.
938, the United States-Israel Strategic Part-
nership Act of 2013;

“yes” on rollcall No. 96, on motion to re-
commit H.R. 4118 with instructions;

“no” on rollcall No. 97, on passage of H.R.
4118, the SIMPLE Fairness Act;

“yes” on rollcall No. 98, on passage of H.R.
2126, the Better Buildings Act of 2014.

————

THE INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4110
“HELPING TO ENCOURAGE REAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR VETERANS
TRANSITIONING FROM
BATTLESPACE TO WORKPLACE
ACT OF 2014”

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, study
after study has documented the difficulties ex-
perienced by a majority of men and women
transitioning from the Armed Services to the
civilian sector.

Veterans regard one of their greatest chal-
lenges to be finding a meaningful job even
though nearly 90% of them believe they have
the general skills needed to land their ideal job
such as problem solving, leadership, ethics,
and time management and most believe they
possess specific marketable skills, such as in-
formation technology, health care, mechanical,
and aviation.

Some of the major challenges faced by vet-
erans are:

1. Overcoming the difficulty in translating to
employers the value of the skills they learned
in the military;

2. Competing with candidates who have
been in the workforce longer;

3. The perceived reluctance of employers to
hire due to concerns about multiple deploy-
ments or military training and time commit-
ments of the Reserve Component, and fears
of dealing with veterans’ disabilities.

That is why | have introduced H.R. 4110,
the “Helping to Encourage Real Opportunity
for Veterans Transitions from Battlespace to
Workplace Act of 2014” or “Transitioning
HERO Act.”

The Transitioning HERO Act addresses
these problems by providing strong incentives
for employers to hire, retain, and employ vet-
erans in positions that take maximum advan-
tage of their skills and experience.

It does this by providing tax credits for those
employers who employ Military Relations Man-
agers (MRM), who will be experts in under-
standing how military-acquired training trans-
lates into useful skills in the civilian labor mar-
ket.

Military Relations Managers (MRMs) will:

1. work with hiring agencies and within their
companies to promote the hiring of
transitioning military leaders; and

2. advocate and represent the interests of
veterans thoroughly by focusing on placement
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of veterans within companies in positions that
reflect the breadth of leadership and technical
skills obtained and utilized during military serv-
ice.

My bill also directs the Secretary of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to establish,
maintain, publicize, and make available to em-
ployers a Military Skills Translator Database.
This database will assist private sector em-
ployers in understanding, applying, and val-
uing military skills and experiences to the civil-
ian economy.

The tax credit provided under the bill is
$1000 per hired veteran. To be eligible to
claim the credit, an employer must employ
and utilize a Military Relations Manager.

This important legislation will benefit both
veterans and hiring companies, by giving our
transitioning veterans the jobs and positions
that are appropriate to their invaluable experi-
ence and by encouraging companies to exam-
ine the application of veterans’ acquired skills
with quality representation.

Mr. Speaker, Americans want Congress to
focus on jobs and economic growth, not more
political posturing.

Instead of trying to repeal or undermine the
Affordable Care Act for the 50th time, we
should be focusing on the real problems of the
American people, like extending unemploy-
ment insurance and providing training opportu-
nities for the long-term unemployed and help-
ing our veterans transiton from the
battlespace to the workplace by passing H.R.
4110, the “Transitioning HERO Act.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, on
Tuesday, March 5, 2013, | missed several re-
corded votes on the House floor. Had | been
present, | would have voted the following
ways: “yea” on rollcall 93; “yea” rollcall 94;
“yea” on rollcall 95; “nay” on rollcall 96; “yea”
on rollcall 97; “yea” on rollcall 98.

BRITTANY CHICOINE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brittany
Chicoine for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Brittany Chicoine is a 12th grader at Wheat
Ridge High School and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brittany
Chicoine is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Brit-
tany Chicoine for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
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| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future
accomplishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEVE KING

OF TOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 92, | was not present due to unavoidable

air travel delays. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

TRIBUTE TO LYLE W. JENKS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor the life of an Amer-
ican hero, Lyle W. Jenks, who will be cele-
brating his 94th birthday on March 29.

Like many young Americans, Lyle was horri-
fied by the attack on Pearl Harbor. His imme-
diate response was to serve and defend his
country. The following day, December 8, 1941,
Mr. Jenks enlisted in the United States Army.

Mr. Lyle Jenks left his job in Lansing, Michi-
gan, and left to complete his basic training at
Camp Roberts in Central California. He later
was stationed at Fort Custer, Michigan.

Mr. Jenks was deployed to the Aleutian Is-
lands in June of 1943 on the island of Attu.
While he was stationed in Attu, he worked in
the message department. He stayed there
until January 10, 1945 when he was assigned
to the message department at the Pentagon.
He was discharged on November 3, 1945 at
Fort Myer, Virginia. He was proud to serve his
country in the Army during the entire period of
World War II.

He received many awards and medals dur-
ing his tour of duty. These medals included:
the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic Pacific Cam-
paign Medal, American Campaign Medal,
World War 1l Victory Medal, Motor Vehicle
Drivers Medal, and Mechanic’s Badge with W
bar.

Mr. Jenks was also honored with the Expert
Infantryman Badge, Honorable Service Lapel
Button, WW at Expert Infantryman Badge,
Marksman Badge with Carbine bar, and
Sharpshooter Badge with a Rifle Bar.

Mr. Lyle Jenks went back to work just days
after his separation from the military. He sup-
ported his family as a construction supervisor
and maintenance worker until he was 80 years
old. Lyle helped many elderly people who
could not pay to repair their homes. He also
served diligently in his church.

Lyle and his wife Helen were married 35
years until she was taken from him by cancer.
Lyle and Helen were not able to have children
together.

Lyle Jenks then married Patsy Savage and
instantly her children became his children. To-
gether, they now share the joy of grand-
children. They will celebrate 32 years of mar-
riage this year.
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HONORING F. V. “PETE” ALLISON,
JR.

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to call our colleagues’ attention to the
passing last Monday of a great North Caro-
linian, F. V. “Pete” Allison, Jr. Mr. Allison died
at age 91 after an extraordinary life as a busi-
nessman and banker, community, church, and
political leader, husband, father and grand-
father, and friend and mentor to many. A me-
morial service is planned for Saturday at the
White Rock Baptist Church in Durham, which
| am certain will withess an outpouring of com-
munity appreciation, affection and respect.

A native of Greenville County, Virginia, Pete
Allison came to Durham after receiving his un-
dergraduate degree from Hampton Institute
and his master's in business administration
from New York University, and he never left.
Remarkably, he worked for only two institu-
tions his entire career—in the business office
of Hampton Institute and, after 1953, Mutual
Savings and Loan of Durham, where he start-
ed as a teller and accountant. Mr. Allison rose
steadily through the ranks, becoming chairman
and CEO in 1978. He saw Mutual through its
conversion to a community savings bank and
through the acquisition of two other institu-
tions. The bank, which he led with a strong
hand until his retirement in 1996, became a
mainstay of Durham’s African-American com-
munity, making home ownership possible for
thousands of families and helping launch and
expand hundreds of businesses.

Pete Allison’s professional and civic endeav-
ors could fill several pages. He was especially
proud of chairing the Raleigh-Durham Airport
Authority during the period when direct flights
to London were inaugurated. He received a
gubernatorial appointment to the N.C. Edu-
cation Assistance Authority. He took leader-
ship roles in the American League of Financial
Institutions, the U.S. League of Savings Insti-
tutions, and the Savings and Community
Bankers of America. In Durham, he was the
chair and long-time treasurer of the Durham
Committee on the Affairs of Black People,
chaired the Durham Business and Profes-
sional Chain, helped lead the Greater Durham
Chamber of Commerce, and served on the
board of visitors for N.C. Central University’s
business school. For his extraordinary con-
tributions, Governor Jim Hunt named Pete Alli-
son to The Order of the Long Leaf Pine, North
Carolina’s highest honor for service to the
state.

The list goes on, Mr. Speaker, but such a
recounting cannot do full justice to the quali-
ties of leadership and friendship that made
Pete Allison beloved by so many. His gen-
erosity, warmth, and strength of character
shone through. | was fortunate to experience
this personally in representing the Durham
community in Congress and being associated
with him in various political and civic endeav-
ors. | always looked forward to seeing Pete, to
hearing his observations as to what was going
on at the moment. Indeed, he was a keen ob-
server, but he expressed his views gently, with
humor and compassion, and he much pre-
ferred reaching agreement to dictating his
views. People wanted to follow Pete and to

March 6, 2014

work with him because they liked and re-
spected him so much and were assured of his
integrity and his genuine concern for them and
for the community.

Durham and North Carolina will miss Pete
Allison and the wise counsel, encouragement,
and inspiration he offered. He is survived by a
son, Vincent, a daughter, Michelle, and his
wife of 59 years, Lavonia Ingram Allison. Pete
and Lavonia have been partners in a commit-
ment to social justice and to community lead-
ership over many decades. Lavonia’s political
and civic endeavors, including chairmanship of
the Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black
People, have been ground-breaking, and Pete
supported and encouraged her every step of
the way. She has been likewise devoted to
him, and has especially exemplified compas-
sion and care during Pete’s long final years of
illness.

Mr. Speaker, it is people of character, com-
passion, and courage like Pete Allison who
make our communities and our country flour-
ish. At this time of loss, we give thanks, in the
words of the apostle Paul, “for every remem-
brance” of him.

CARLY BAUER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Carly Bauer
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Carly Bauer is
an 11th grader at Ralston Valley High School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Carly
Bauer is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Carly Bauer for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACCEL-
ERATING MEDICINES PARTNER-
SHIP (AMP) AND COMPLEX DIS-
EASE RESEARCH

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Accelerating Medicines Partner-
ship and to reaffirm our commitment to re-
sponding to lupus, Alzheimer’s disease, type 2
diabetes, and rheumatoid arthritis.

This long-awaited and vital partnership
brings together the National Institutes of
Health, 10 biopharmaceutical companies, and
several nonprofits to transform the way we
identify and validate biological targets of dis-
ease for diagnostics and drug development for
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debilitating diseases like lupus. Through this
initiative, we can work on disease prevention
and reduce the amount of risks in the drug de-
velopment process. We hope that the partner-
ship will stimulate investment in new effective
treatments and help improve the quality of life
of the millions of people worldwide living with
lupus and other recurring diseases.

Lupus is a chronic autoimmune disease that
affects an estimated 1.5 million Americans.
Approximately 90 percent of those with lupus
are women, but men and children can also de-
velop lupus. Lupus strikes without warning,
has unpredictable, sometimes fatal effects,
and has no known cause and no known cure.
Lupus is also difficult to diagnose, and on av-
erage it takes an individual four years and
three doctors to get an accurate diagnosis.
Traditionally, there has been a lack of invest-
ment in research of this debilitating disease.
This partnership is a strong step in the right
direction. As co-chair of the Congressional
Lupus Caucus, | applaud this important initia-
tive, and | have confidence that is a step in
the right direction toward finding a cure for this
disease.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the Accelerating Medicines Partnership and in
thanking these tireless advocates for their per-
sistence and dedication to improving the lives
of millions in the United States and around the
world.

———
HONORING WENONAH HIGH
SCHOOL ALABAMA’S CLASS 5A
STATE GIRLS BASEKTBALL

CHAMPIONS 2014
HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Wenonah High School
Lady Dragons on winning the State of Ala-
bama title in the 5A State Basketball Cham-
pionship on Saturday, March 1, 2014. On be-
half of the 7th Congressional District, | pay
tribute to the Lady Dragons for their exemplary
athleticism and teamwork as well as the out-
standing leadership of Head Coach Emanuel
Bell and his coaching staff. We are extremely
proud of these young ladies for their stellar
performance!

Wenonah’s championship victory came at
the end of an extraordinary season of 27 wins
and 7 losses. Coach Bell's longstanding motto
for his team is “hard work pays off.” He not
only commands the best from his team, he
commits his personal time year-round to mold-
ing the young ladies he leads. The 20 year
veteran coach has been a driving force in pro-
ducing winning teams and leading the Lady
Dragons to multiple state titles. The 2013-
2014 season was no different.

The Lady Dragons faced Sylacauga High
School to clinch the state title on March 1,
2014. The rival squad was favored to win due
to having one of the top scorers of the season
but Coach Bell believed in his team. In a Bir-
mingham News article, Coach Bell boldly ex-
pressed his confidence in the Lady Dragons.
“Everybody kept asking, ‘What are you going
to do about that girl?’” said Coach Bell. “Hey,
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I've got eight girls. I've got 12 girls. If she can
run with us, we’ve got a problem.”

During the championship game, the Lady
Dragons forged ahead with three players who
contributed double digits in scoring. The group
effort would sustain the Lady Dragons as they
worked to contain their opponent’s scoring
powerhouse.

Wenonah took the lead in the opening
minute of the game and trailed briefly late in
the first half. However, the Lady Dragons went
into halftime with a five point lead. With 5:28
left in the game, both teams were tied at 36
before Wenonah pulled away with a 6-0 run
to secure their 5746 victory. Jameka Holmes
led the Lady Dragons with 25 points, followed
by Aja Cumbie with 12 points and 11 re-
bounds, and 10 points from Kaitlyn Rodgers.
Holmes added 15-of-21 free throws and had
six steals.

As the daughter of a high school basketball
coach, | know this decisive victory is also the
result of the tremendous efforts of both the
players and coaching staff of Wenonah High
School. The exemplary leadership and dedi-
cated support from the coaching staff was a
major factor in the success of the Lady Drag-
ons. | commend Head Coach Emanuel Bell for
his program of excellence.

Mr. Speaker, the Lady Dragons of Wenonah
High School are another fine example of the
“champions” we breed in Alabama’s 7th Con-
gressional district. On behalf of the 7th Con-
gressional District, the State of Alabama and
this nation, | ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the accomplishments of the
Wenonah High School Girls Basketball Team
for their victory in the Class 5A Alabama State
Championship.

Congratulations. Go Lady Dragons.

————

IN HONOR OF CHEF DARRYL E.
EVAN

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man
and close friend, Chef Darryl E. Evans. Sadly,
Darryl passed away on Wednesday, February
26, 2014. A home-going celebration in his
honor will be held on Saturday, March 8, 2014
at 1:00 p.m. at New Birth Missionary Baptist
Church in Lithonia, Georgia. Interment will
take place on Sunday, March 9, 2014 at 1:00
p.m. at Green Acres Cemetery in Columbus,
Georgia.

A Columbus, Georgia native, Darryl was a
graduate of Carver High School Class of
1979. In 1986, he graduated from the Amer-
ican Culinary Federation (AFC) apprenticeship
at Georgia State University in Atlanta, Geor-
gia.

One of the very few executive chefs of color
in the hospitality industry, he achieved national
recognition and earned numerous awards and
accolades throughout the years. He was the
first African American to compete in the Inter-
national Culinary Olympics in Frankfurt, Ger-
many, where he won three gold medals and
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one silver medal in 1988 and 1992. He is a
three-time recipient of the AFC Chef of the
Year Award and was named Chef and
Culinarian of the Year by the Greater Atlanta
Chef's Association in 1991, 1993, and 1996.
He has served as visiting Chef for numerous
functions held by the United States Congress
and various state governments.

Throughout his career, Darryl trained and
mentored generations of culinarians. He made
a living from feeding others, but he truly ful-
filled his calling by helping to feed the hungry
through organizations such as Taste of the
Nations, the 1993 World Cooks Tour for Hun-
ger in Johannesburg, South Africa, and Chil-
dren’s Healthcare of Atlanta, as well as
through his church, New Birth Missionary Bap-
tist Church, where he served as the Chef of
the church for many years.

Darryl loved his life’s work. He knew that
food was much more than just for sustaining
one’s body. He strongly believed that food
was an important part of history and culture—
whether as part of signing a peace treaty,
blessing an event or ceremony, or by simply
bringing a family together.

Darryl has achieved numerous successes in
his life, but none of this would have been pos-
sible without the grace of God and his loving
wife, Deborah; two sons, Brandon and Bran-
ford-Michael; and the rest of his devoted fam-
ily and friends.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 700,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District salute Chef Darryl
Evans for his numerous remarkable achieve-
ments. | ask my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to join us in extending our
deepest sympathies to Darryl’s family, friends
and loved ones during this difficult time. We
pray that they will be consoled and comforted
by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the
days, weeks and months ahead.

IN RECOGNITION OF NANCY OATES

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ms. Nancy Oates upon her retire-
ment after thirty-one years of service to her
community.

In April 1983, Ms. Oates was first elected to
serve the town of Duxbury as Town Clerk.
She has since been re-elected ten times, and
has honorably served her community during
her thirty-one years in office. During her ten-
ure, Ms. Oates has supervised many town,
state, and federal elections, and she has pro-
vided invaluable assistance to the citizens of
Duxbury every day. She has long been known
as a kind and trusted figure within the town,
and her many accomplishments have been in-
valuable the people she has served.

Mr. Speaker, it brings me great pride to
honor Ms. Nancy Oates upon her retirement.
| ask that my colleagues join me in thanking
Ms. Oates for her many years of public serv-
ice.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS OF
THE DENTON COUNTY LEADER-
SHIP DELEGATION WHO ARE VIS-
ITING WASHINGTON, DC THIS
WEEK

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Denton County, Texas and mem-
bers of the Denton County leadership delega-
tion who are visiting here in Washington, DC
this week. These local officials and business
leaders understand that what goes on here in
Washington affects their local communities
back home. So this trip, which they make
every two years, is a very important one.

During their time here, the group is meeting
with members of the leadership here in Con-
gress, as well as Senators and Representa-
tives from Texas and across the country. Addi-
tionally, they have had a chance to tour the
Marine Corps Barracks and meet with mem-
bers of the U.S. Chamber of Congress and
business associations of Denton County,
along with several Denton County local offi-
cials, to the Nation’s Capital.

Mr. Speaker, | submit the following names
of the Denton County delegation:

Diane Callahan, Chuck Carpenter, James
Cline, Martha Davis, Patrick Davis, Andrew
Eads, Neil Ferguson, Lori Fickling, Thomas
“TJ” Gilmore, Ray Hernandez, Kelly Heslep,
David Hodges, Kathy Hodges.

Cindi Howard, William Meek, Julie Meyer,
Mark Payne, Nate Prevost, Kimberly Rea-
soner, Lori Salisbury, Todd Salisbury, Greg
Tierney, Drean Ueckert, Lori Walker, Mike
Walker, Brian Weale.

HONORING FRANK AND TERESSA’S
ANCHOR BAR ON THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CHICKEN WING

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Frank & Teressa's An-
chor Bar and the 50th anniversary of their sig-
nature dish, the chicken wing. The Anchor Bar
is an establishment that is deeply ingrained in
the fabric of Buffalo, New York; its story exhib-
its resilience and ambition that define the city
in which it stands as well as the people who
live in it. This Thursday, March 6, is a date
which signifies the 50th anniversary of the
chicken wing and its legacy, which trans-
formed the landscape of American cuisine,
and made Buffalo, New York synonymous with
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a finger food that has left its lasting impression
on the culinary industry.

Frank Bellissimo was born in
Montemaggiore Belsito, a little town in the
province of Sicily, Italy. His parents immi-
grated to the U.S. when he was just four years
old. At the age of 14 during a night out in
downtown Buffalo, Frank fell in love with the
ambiance and persona of the city. He vowed
to one day be a part of it.

Frank met his wife Teressa while he was a
butcher. Teressa, the daughter of Sicilian im-
migrants as well, was born in Buffalo. The two
became married in 1934 and discovered their
shared love of cooking.

After accumulating a few hundred dollars,
the two decided to open a restaurant and in
1935, rented a place on Canal Street at the
foot of Main Street in downtown Buffalo.
Teressa noticed how the sailors docking their
boats in the adjacent Buffalo River would drop
their anchors into the water. Henceforth, the
Anchor Bar was given its emblematic name.

The bar quickly grew in popularity, forcing
Frank and Teressa to move to 1047 Main
Street—the address at which the bar is lo-
cated to this day. Not long after that, the dish
that would revolutionize pub food was created.

Frank and Teressa’s son Dominic was tend-
ing bar at his family’s restaurant on a late Fri-
day night in March 1964. Some friends
stopped by to pay him a visit and have a few
drinks. Before long, they asked Dominic for
something to eat, though they yearned for
something out of the ordinary—something they
could eat with their fingers while retaining the
ability to drink and converse. Dominic went to
his mother Teressa for help. She had recently
received a large shipment of wings that were
“too meaty” to be used in the stockpot for
soup. Remembering those wings, she decided
to deep fry them, toss them in a spicy red
sauce recipe and serve them with celery sticks
and blue cheese dressing. At 12:10 a.m. on
Saturday, March 6, 1964, the chicken wing
was invented in Buffalo, New York.

Though Dominic and his friends were skep-
tical, the chicken wings became an instant hit,
and the rest is history. Before long, word
spread across the city, state, and the country.
Today, Anchor Bar serves up more than
70,000 pounds of chicken per month, and its
bottled wing sauce retails in over 5,000 super-
markets worldwide. Consumers can even pur-
chase Anchor Bar’'s famous wings online and
have them shipped anywhere in America.
Countless celebrities have graced the bar’s
Main Street location to experience the sensa-
tion for themselves.

In 2003, Anchor Bar was presented with the
prestigious James Beard Foundation award,
given to restaurants “that have timeless ap-
peal, beloved for their quality food that reflect
the history and character of their community.”
In 2014, the Anchor Bar has franchised that
timeless appeal and is proudly serving their
famed wings at locations in the Buffalo Inter-
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national Airport, Darien Lake Amusement
Park, Hamilton, Ontario, and will soon be serv-
ing them on the West Coast at a location in
Temecula, California.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rise
today to honor the 50th anniversary of the
chicken wing. In doing so, | recognize a res-
taurant that stands as a testament to the
American Dream. The children of Italian immi-
grants, Frank and Teressa Bellissimo took the
creativity and resourcefulness of Italian cuisine
and combined it with American values of inno-
vation and ingenuity. What was produced was
not only a business that has profited for over
65 years and remains a family owned and op-
erated enterprise, but also a symbol that the
American Dream, still stands proud today.

————

HONORING GEORGE ANDREW
POUNCEY

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Andrew Pouncey on being
selected as the 2014 Citizen of the Year by
the Lions Club of Germantown, Tennessee.
This public recognition is well deserved and
stands in support of the career of Mr.
Pouncey, who has consistently strived for the
betterment of others.

After graduating from both Rhodes College
in Memphis and Mississippi State University,
Mr. Pouncey began his career in both Plan-
ning and Landscape Architecture. Beginning in
1990, Mr. Pouncey served in numerous ca-
pacities for the city of Germantown, Ten-
nessee. From Chief Planner to the Director of
Economic and Community Development, Mr.
Pouncey helped the Mayor and Board of Al-
dermen, the government of Germantown, and
its residents enjoy this wonderful city. Addi-
tionally, the Riverdale Nature Garden, Civic
Club Plaza, GPAC, Code of Ordinances,
Urban Growth Boundary, and Smart Growth
have been touched by the work of Mr.
Pouncey.

This dedication to preservation also found
itself in the non-governmental life of Mr.
Pouncey. Serving as the President of the
Memphis Belle Memorial Association, board
member of the Tennessee Preservation Trust,
and the Germantown Museum, he spent nu-
merous years saving our Tennessee heritage
for future generations. Mr. Pouncey has self-
lessly left his mark on safeguarding the history
of the United States of America.

On behalf of Tennessee’s 8th Congressional
District, | congratulate Mr. Pouncey on being
the 2014 Citizen of the Year. | wish him the
best of luck for all future endeavors.
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